
Antanas Kontautas,

Marine research institute, Klaipǟda 
university

Socio-economic aspects of commercial 
fishery and angling in Lithuanian case 

study area 

5ȋǿƛǊȊȅƴƻ, Poland, 05-
06.04.2019



What it is recreational and comercial

fishery?

Å According ICES 2013 definition 
recreational fishing is the capture or 
attempted capture of living aquatic 
resources mainly for leisure and/or 
personal consumption. 

Å This covers active fishing methods 
including line, spear, handï
gathering and passive fishing 
methods including nets, traps, pots, 
and setïlinesò.

Å Total amount of recreational fishery 
catch  is unknown



What it is recreational and

comercial fishery ?

Commercial fishing is the activity 

of catching fish and 

other seafood  for commercial 

profit, mostly from wild fisheries. 

It provides a large quantity of 

food to a small amount of 

countries around the earth, but 

those who practice it as an 

industry must often pursue fish 

far into the ocean under adverse 

conditions. Large-scale 

commercial fishing is also known 

as industrial fishing.

Total amount of landed fish is 

about 90 million tones last years.



Fishingareasin the
Lithuanian coastalwaters

- Lithuanian coastalareain 12 nauticalmileszone for
coastalcomercialfisheryisdividedin to 29 small
areas.

- In Lithuanian economicalzone isno any
administrativegeograficalrestrictions.

- Forthe recraetionalfishery(angling) it isno
administrativerestrictionsexceptriver mounths
duringthe salmonandseatrout migration.



Fish resources in the Lithuanian 

coastal zone

- Over 48 freshwater fish species are found on the 
Lithuanian coast (wŜǇŜőƪŀet al. 1998).
- According to research survey data (2016) 29 fish 
species were caught in the Baltic Sea coastline.
- Flounder, smelt, herring and round goby were the 
most abundantfishspecies, the part in the total catch 
was 91.4% by numbers  and 77.8% by  biomass. 
- The part of of migratory fish by biomasswas 
estimated in average 17.4%. 



Comercial catches in Lithuanian 

economical zone
-Theannualvalueof commercialcatchesin the open
Baltic Searangesfrom 4 to 6.5 million euro/year.   

- Consideringthat the fish landedin Lithuania generates
addedvalue, andincludingthe valueof the fixedassets, 
the importanceof the fishingsectorin the openBaltic Sea
for the Lithuanian economycouldbe estimatedfrom 15 
to 27 million euros, dependingon the catches.



- the significanceof commercialfisheryin the Baltic Sea
coastfor the Lithuanian economyshouldbe estimatedat 3.5 
to 5 million EUR.
- the significanceof recreationalfisheryin the Baltic Sea
coastfor the Lithuanian economyshouldbe estimatedis at 
least 1,7 millionEur. 
-As the importance of anglingfor the localcoastaleconomy 
in generallyis quite significant, anglersorganizations rightly 
demand that they can expand their activities in the Baltic 
Seacoast. 

Comercial catches in Lithuanian coastal

zone
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Å Surveyós data (2005,2007): 
somewhere between 1700 - 5100 
tons.  

Å Estimating allsurveyósand research
reports data - anglers catches varies
somewhere between 1700 and 2960 
tons/year.

Å In year 2017 is prepared a rules how
to estimate anglers (recreational) 
catches of fish according the data 
requirements from ICES.

Realestimatedanglers(recreational) catches
in Lithuania



Total salmon and sea trout smoltproduction 
and number of licenses sold in Lithuanian 

rivers. 
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Development of salmon trolling in

Lithuania



Anglers Salmon catches in the Baltic sea

Lithuanian waters



Cod recreational catches in Lithuanian 

economical waters


